The Trial of Alice Lisle
but provoke you to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth,
that is the business we came about here.
Jeffreys here harangued him with much hypocritical blas-
phemy to consider the position of his precious immortal soul,
and remember inter alia " that God of Heaven may justly
strike thee into the eternal flames and make thee drop into
the bottomless lake of fire and brimstone." And for fear
these terrors should seem to his victim somewhat irrelevant
and remote, he explains that his jurisdiction is more immedi-
ate than that of the Almighty. " For I tell thee," he con-
tinues, "God is not to be mocked, and thou can'st not deceive
Him though thou may'st us. But I assure you, if I catch you
prevaricating in any the least tittle (and perhaps I know more
than you think I do ; no, none of your saints can save your
soul, nor shall they save your body neither) I will be sure to
punish every variation from the truth that you are guilty of.
Now come and tell us how you came to be employed upon
such a message, what your errand was, and what was the
result of it ?
Dunne. My Lord, there came a man to my house and
desired me to go of a message to my Lady Lisle's.
Here the judge interrupts him, and from the first he is
never allowed to tell his own story. It is one continuous
cross-examination, and the result of more than a page of
questioning is the elucidation of the following facts* That
a short black man, to the witness unknown, came to him
at Warminster to go a message to Dame Lisle's, twenty-six
miles away; that he went on Saturday, saw Carpenter her
bailiff, and asked him if Dame Lisle would entertain one
Mr Hicks; that the bailiff said he would have nothing to
do with it, and that he saw Dame Lisle, and she said Hicks
could come on the Tuesday following and she would
entertain him.
They are now at the crux of the case, for out of this wit-
ness, or not at all, they must get some confession implicating
Alice Lisle in knowledge of Hicks* s treason. Counsel now
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